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Table 1. The composition of control diet for rabbit

Ingredient %
Yellow corn 35.0
Soybean meal 12.9
Alfalfa meal 48.0
Wheat bran 9.0
Dicalcium phosphate 1.0
Salt 0.5
Molasses 3.0
Lard 1.0
Vitamins and minerals premix’ 0.3
Total 100
Analyzed value

Dry matter, % 88.36

Crude protein, % 16.94

Crude fiber, % 11.30

" Vitamins and minerals were supplemented per kg of diet as follows: Vitamin A 10,000 IU; Vitamin D, 1,000 IU; Vitamin E
5 mg; Vitamin K, 2 mg; Vitamin B, 2 mg; Vitamin B, 4 mg; Vitamin B, 2 mg; Niacin 20 mg; Folic acid 1 mg; Pantothenic
acid 20 mg; Iron 50 mg; Copper 5 mg; Manganese 20 mg; Zinc 80 mg; lodine 0.2 mg; Cobalt 1 mg; Selenium, 0.1 mg.
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Table 2. The approximate analysis of feedstuffs for trial(expressed as percentage of fed basis)

Dry matter Crude protein Crude fiber Gross energy
(Kcal/kg)
Alfalfa hay 87.9 20.1 24.5 3,710
Sweet potato vine meal 91.6 17.8 17.5 3,749
Pangola hay meal 87.0 7.8 333 3,588
Napiergrass meal 90.6 5.9 36.2
Peanut vine meal 88.8 12.9 344
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Table 3. The nutrient digestibilities of mixed diet

Dry matter Crude protein Crude fiber Gross energy

control diet 69.5 76.3 17.5

80% control diet

+20% alfalfa meal 64.4 63.6 19.1 64.9
+20% Sweet potato vine meal 63.9 67.9 26.0 64.2
+20% Pangola hay meal 63.2 71.7 21.2 61.9
+20% Napiergrass meal 61.1 68.9 19.7

+20% Peanut vine meal 66.1 69.1 26.7

Peanut vine meal 88.8 12.9 344
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Table 4. The nutrient digestibility of individual feedstuffs(expressed as percentage of fed basis)

Dry matter Crude protein Crude fiber Gross energy
Alfalfa meal 64.5 79.5 16.7 79.5
Sweet potato vine meal 61.5 81.9 25.6 69.2
Pangola hay meal 57.0 78.2 14.5 56.7
Napiergrass meal 53.2 41.2 18.3 N. A
Peanut vine meal 66.1 50.7 31.2 N. A

" N. A: not available.
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Abstract

A total of 48 male growing rabbits, 8§ wks of age, were allocated into 6 groups. Control diet was formulated to contain
crude protein 16.9%, crude fiber 11.3%. Taking 80% of control diet mixed with ground pastures and pelleted then fed the
rabbit for nutrients digestibility measurement. A time to time total feces collection method was used. The result showed
that the digestibility of crude fiber for locally produced alfalfa reached 17%, crude protein 79.5%, gross energy digestibility
79.5%. The crude protein digestibility of sweet potato vine was 81.9% and for crude fiber, 25.6%. The crude fiber
digestibility of peanut vine reached 31.2%. The crude protein digestibility of pangola and napier grass was 78.2% and 41.2%
respectively. Nevertheless, for crude fiber digestibility, were 14.5% and 18.5%. Although lower crude fiber digestibilities of
pastures for rabbit, it still had high nutrients digestibility in those pastures possibly due to the coprophagous function.

Key words: Rabbit, Pasture, Nutrients digestibilities.

(1) Contribution No. 2313 from Livestock Reaseranh Institute, Council of Agriculture. Executive Yuan.
(2) Nutrition Division, Livestock Research Institute, Council of Agriculture, Tainan, Taiwan, R.O.C.
(3) Former Animal Farm, Livestock Research Institute, Council of Agriculture, Tainan, Taiwan, R.O.C.
(4) Deputy director of Livestock Research Institute, Council of Agriculture, Tainan, Taiwan, R.O.C.

(5) Corresponding author, E mail: chungwen@mail.tlri.gov.tw.



